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By Heather Hetler, Editor, and Jana Horvath, CAT
 Did you know we have several students in the 
South Bend Community School Corporation who use 
alternatives to speaking to communicate? Since these 
students have different strengths and communication 
needs, each student who might benefit from an alternative 
communication form receives an evaluation from our 
Communication and Assistive Technology (CAT) 
team. This team evaluates 
the person’s needs, current 
means of communication and 
potential for using different 
communication systems 
(called Augmentative and 
Alternative Communication, 
or AAC).
 After completing 
a thorough evaluation and 
matching student needs with 
device features, the CAT team 
makes recommendations 
and helps secure device/
system trials. The teachers 
and school speech-language 
pathologists at the individual 
schools  then help  the 
student learn the system and 
implement it throughout the 
school day. There are many 
AAC options and SBCSC’s 
team collaborates with 
parents, school, staff, outside 
agencies and private vendors to secure technology to 
support student’s academic success.
 The field of AAC is ever evolving with potential 
applications developed all the time. It is important to 
remember while an iPad or iPod application may work 
for one student, it might not work for another. Recently, 

several iPads with the Words For Life application 
have been secured and are being implemented. This 
application joins several others that might help a student 
communicate, but is showing great promise in allowing 
students who would not otherwise have access to more 
expensive stand-along AAC devices to communicate 
their wants and needs.
 In order to understand how to implement 

this system, speech-language pathologists have been 
provided with training for Language Acquisition and 
Motor Planning. This is the underlying concept behind 
the Words for Life app, and is useful for all AAC 
implementation. SLP’s around the district are looking 
forward to increasing competency in this area.

Augmentative Assistive Communication Ever Evolving

Students play a board game with Jana using  their augmentative  communication 
devices.



By Lindy Dreher, LOGAN
As part of the month-long Great LOGAN 

Nose-On campaign, LOGAN hosts its annual Disability 
Awareness Fair at LOGAN Center, where hundreds 
of area schoolchildren have the opportunity to learn 
what it’s like to live with a disability. The fair includes 
several interactive stations and highlights topics such 
as Computer Technology, Autism, Down syndrome, 
Learning Disabilities and even hands-on wheelchair 
use. Every year, the students who participate leave 
LOGAN with a better understanding of developmental 
disabilities and the knowledge that all people have 
many great abilities.

This year’s Disability Awareness Fair dates 
are Monday, March 30 and Tuesday, March 31. Space 
is limited and priority is given to those schools who 
participate in The Great LOGAN Nose-On by way of 
merchandise sales or other support. 

In addition to merchandise sales, each year 

Disability Awareness Month
LOGAN hosts the Nose-On Luncheon to raise 
additional funds and awareness of its mission. The 
Nose-On Luncheon is the largest community event 
of its kind, attracting nearly 1,000 each year.  LOGAN 
is excited to welcome actress Lauren Potter as our 
2015   Nose-On Luncheon featured guest.   Lauren 
is best known for her role as Becky Jackson on the hit 
television series, Glee. She has become an outstanding 
role model for those with Down Syndrome. Lauren is 
thrilled to be using her public “voice” that her acting 
role has given her to speak out for other people with 
disabilities who may not have the same opportunities.

For more information on LOGAN’s Disability 
Awareness Fair or how to get involved in The Great 
LOGAN Nose-On, please contact:

Lindy Dreher, Development Coordinator Lindyd@
logancenter.org

By Sarah Tripp, Clay Intermediate,
Here in room 305 we are learning to use our 

voices—our augmentative communication devices with 
voice output! These devices are helping our classroom 
of nonverbal communicators to communicate and 
communicate well! Before they received 
devices, most students communicated 
with sounds, pointing, and attempted 
words that even the closest people to 
them couldn’t understand. In just a short 
amount of time with the devices, they 
are now actually verbalizing more, and 
attempting various sounds and blends.  

My students have really taken 
to the LAMP system and are learning 
more and more useful vocabulary daily. 
They are able to identify the weather, 
clothing items, money, letters, numbers, 
colors and much more.  They are able to 
socialize with their non-disabled peers 
in the hallways with a “Hi” which is 
something I often took for granted.   

These AAC devices have opened 
a whole new world for my students.  
They have helped unlock knowledge 

within them that was hard for me to get out. Watching 
them grow and blossom with their newfound voice has 
been one of the most joyful experiences in my teaching 
career. 

Using Our Different Voices

Two of Sarah’s students using their AAC devices.



by Tom Spencer, Editor
Project Search is a program of the South Bend 

Community School Corporation’s Special Education 
Services that provides internships and job training 
for young adults. The goal is to provide interns the 
necessary job training to successfully acquire paid 
employment. 100% of all the interns in the 2014 Project 
Search graduating class obtained employment with 
local businesses that included Tanglewood Trace, the 

Project Search Open House
University of Notre Dame, St. Mary’s College, Walmart, 
McDonald’s and Kroger’s.

Project Search held an open house in January 
at Memorial Hospital where nine interns are currently 
working. The interns work in pediatrics, nutritional 
services, environmental services, hospitality/Front 
Desk, Human Resources, Central Sterile processing, 
Lifestyle and Fitness/Healthworks, Children’s Therapy 
and Developmental Pediatrics.

By Marilou Vandergriend, Editor

“If you’re parenting a child with social, emotional, and 
behavioral challenges, you know that the journey can be 
frustrating, draining, and isolating. It doesn’t help that 
lots of folks are blaming you for your child’s behavior. 
But we’re not going to blame you...we’re going to help 
you instead, with lots of free information and resources.” 

These are the opening words on a website that 
is offering solutions to parents and teachers dealing 
with students who have challenging behaviors. The 

website can be found at livesinthebalance.org, and 
has a wealth of streaming videos, an audio library and 
many resources, all of which are free. Dr. Ross Greene 
is the founder of Lives in the Balance. Here is another 
quote from his website: “If you’re tired of time-outs, 
stickers, detentions, suspensions, expulsions, and 
corporal punishment -- and all too aware of the tragic 
consequences of intervening ways that foster alienation 
and hopelessness – [this] is for you.”

Lives in the Balance

James Dincolo and Molly Schmitt with 
their exhibits at the January Open 
House at Memorial Hospital.
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AUTISM CORNER
“Fade to Black” 

Classroom Transition Strategy
By Brenda Hinkle & Chris Currey, SBCSC Autism Consultants 

Classroom transitions can be difficult for students on the autism spectrum. They may appear to be “stuck” 
on an activity or thought due to perseveration, anxiety, or compulsiveness. “Fade to black” is a transition 
strategy taken from Rathvon, N. (1999). Effective school interventions: Strategies for enhancing academic 
achievement and social competence. New York, NY: The Guilford Press.

First, introduce the strategy to your students by telling them they are going to learn a trick to help 
them clear their minds. Have them shut their eyes and tell them to imagine sitting in a movie theater. 

Next, tell them to picture the lights in the theater dimming. Tell them to keep their minds focused on 
the theater screen until the screen goes to black. 

This strategy can become a tool to help them clear their minds prior to a transition. 

Follow this sequence to practice “fade to black”. Say, “It’s time to transition. Close your eyes. Imagine you 
are in the movie theater. The lights are dimming. (Turn off the lights) The screen is now black.” Pause, and 
say, “Now put away ____, take out ____, get ready for ____.” 

Remember to review the strategy until the students have it mastered and after long school breaks.

Want to check out more strategies to help your students with problems shifting between activities, 
organizing, planning, and other executive functions? 
Visit: SchoolBehavior.com. -> Disorders –> Executive Dysfunction.

SBCSC Autism Consultants
Brenda Hinkle , South District   ~   Chris Currey, North District
     Sue Holmes, West District     ~    Carol Smoker, East District


